Château de Beaucastel Châteauneuf-du-Pape Rouge
1989
THE STORY

Château de Beaucastel has long been considered one of the great wines of France. It is
unanimously renowned for its balance, elegance and ageing potential. Beaucastel has an
extraordinary terroir at the Northern end of the appellation with heavy exposure to the Mistral.
All 13 varieties of the appellation have been organically grown here since the sixties.
THE VINTAGE

An exceptional vintage for Mourvêdre.
A hot summer with warm nights until the end of the harvest.
LOCATION

Châteauneuf du Pape, between Orange and Avignon, Château de Beaucastel red is a 70-hectare
vineyard.
TERROIR

Château de Beaucastel is 110 hectares, with one single plot at the north of the appellation. The
terroir is archetypal of the best terroirs in Châteauneuf: rolled pebbles on the surface, sand,
clay and limestone deeper down. The vines are old and have been organically grown for 50
years, which has allowed the roots to grow exceptionally deep.
Beaucastel grows all thirteen grape varieties authorised by the appellation.
AGEING

Each variety is harvested manually and separately. Vinification is completed in truncated oak
barrels for the reductive grapes (Mourvèdre and Syrah) and in traditional tiled cement tanks for
the oxidative grapes (such as Grenache). After the malolactic fermentations, the family blends
the different varieties and then the wine ages in oak Foudres for a year before being bottled.
VARIETALS

Grenache 30%, Mourvèdre 30%, Vaccarèse, Terret Noir, Muscardin, Clairette, Picpoul,
Picardan, Bourboulenc, Roussanne 15%, Syrah 10%, Counoise 10%, Cinsault 5%
SERVING

15°C and if possible decant before serving.
TASTING NOTES

A splendid tile-red colour.
The nose is full of complexity; fruit (Morello Cherry) and the juicy meat character blend
harmoniously together.
The mouth has the same notes, very round and fleshy. The finale has hints of roasted coffee
beans.
A big wine at its best. Ready to drink now.
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REVIEWS AND AWARDS

97/100
"Perhaps the greatest Beaucastel ever produced. Has the class and structure
of a great vintage of Mouton-Rothschild. Deep, inky in color, with intense
herb, plum, game and spice aromas, this full-bodied wine has an explosion of
fruit and an iron backbone. Try the beginning of next century.--Châteauneufdu-Pape retrospective. Best from 1995 through 2005. 25,000 cases made."
Wine Spectator, 15/10/1991

97/100
"The 1989 is inkier/purple in color than the 1990, with an extraordinarily
sweet, rich personality offering up notes of smoke, melted licorice, black
cherries, Asian spices, and cassis. Full-bodied and concentrated, it is one of
the most powerful as well as highly extracted Beaucastels I have ever tasted.
It requires another 3-4 years to reach its plateau of maturity, where it should
remain for at least two decades. (Many purchasers have reported bottle
leakage (due to a cork problem) with this vintage. I purchased two cases of
this wine, but none of my bottles reveal any sign of leakage. A good friend of
mine, Dr. Jay Miller, owner of Bin 604 Wine Sellers in Baltimore, has
consistently had a problem with “corked” bottles of the 1989, but no
leakage.)"
Wine Advocate, 01/01/2003

18.5/20
"So delicate and perfumed and yet still well structured on the palate. Seems
much younger than the 1990. Graceful, silky, juicy and lingering and hardly
any undergrowth or leather as yet. A beautiful wine."
Jancis Robinson, 17/10/2010
"This wine is now at its best, revealing finesse and roundness with a
persistent mouth and great length.
Stand the bottle upright 48 hours before serving to avoid any deposit."
Verticale Château de Beaucastel - Famille Perrin, 03/12/2013
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Between 9.5 and 10
"Perfectly medium ruby in the glass, this wine smells of bacon fat, cedar, and
garrigue, with a hint of redcurrant fruit. In the mouth gorgeous flavors of
exotic woods, smoked meats, raspberries, cherry and wet stones swirl in a
beautiful melange. Incredible breadth and length, with a phenomenal
seamlessness and balance. Stunning mineral and cedar finish."
Vinography
"The nose combines freshness and rich vegetation. Silky and ample, the
mouth has character with a beautiful tenseness, fruity notes and a spicy
finish. It accurately represents the expression of the terroir and the
appellation.
To keep for an evolution of its characters, but it is also a great wine to serve
with a gastronomic meal."
Famille Perrin, 01/10/2017

98/100
"This is a floral and elegantly complex edition of this wine with dried meat
and leather, iron and graphite, tobacco and dry spices. More elegant palate
than the 1990, it has a very fine stream of red fruit and spiced cherries and a
central, linear focus. The flavors hold so very long, deeply concentrated and
focused. The fruit livens up at the finish and opens very impressively. Drink
now."
James Suckling, 10/11/2019
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